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MALAYALAM
Script: Malayalam*

ISO 15919 UN ALA-LC
200009 19770 1997G0

Vowels

@n a a a
@R <0 a a a
) 1 i i i

20 ] IS i i 1

(2 ) / % A u u u
2 o)/g A a a u

ol /g B u — a

& Vg AT r r

3 S — I
oo o c 1 — !
oo c 1 — !
af) o e & e
ofd G € € €
Ong) 6 ai ai ai
63 60 0 0 0
630 G0 0 0 0
(339) M/ M A au au au
Nasalizations

T anusvaram m, mi?  m m®D
Miscellaneous

visargam h h h

chandrakkala D vowelless  vowelless  vowelless

Jj— 2 (1.3) _ ’
Consonants

& ka ka ka
51} kha kha kha
) ga ga ga
ap) gha gha gha
63 na na na
al ca cha ca
20 cha chha cha
® ja ja ja
oW jha jha jha
610) fia fia na
S ta ta ta
o tha tha tha
aw da da da
9 dha dha dha
6 na na na
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IS0 15919 UN

20000 197720
(@] ta ta
Ta) tha tha
3 da da
w dha dha
m na¥ na
al pa pa
al pha pha
el ba ba
@ bha bha
ma ma
o) ya(s) ya
o) rad-® ra
el la la
al va va
40 Sa sha
aH sa sha
av sa sa
a0 ha ha
8 la la
© la la
0 ra(90.7) ra®h
a E na —
19 E ta —

Cillaksharams (soft halanta)

E k —
n

£ 16017

1
1

s8°33%

n

n( 1.4) n
T
1
1

Adscript consonants

::’_‘:scs -ya -ya

oo 3 A -yu -yu

< 8) /+ é A -yt -yl

(o -ra -ra

o] -va -va
E r- I-

Common ligatures (conjuncts)F¢

) kka N kta
AU ksa

o) gga 0] gda
) gla

s} nka 6813 nna
2] cca al ccha
o jja 2EI0) jha

ALA-LC
19976

ta
tha
da
dha
na
pa
pha
ba
bha

ya
ra
la
va
Sa
sa
sa
ha
la

raG2

—_— oz s

kta

gna

P

kla

gma
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Numerals®
G 0
n 1
aQ 2
m 3
® 4
@ 5
m 6
) 7
Q 8
ab 9

Notes

Q]| fica O] fina

=} tta

g dda

ons nta 6mw nda emus ndha em nna
6 nma

QO tta () ttha on tna OB tbha
o tma oM tsa

3 dda @D ddha

ao nta mn ntha a3 nda aw ndha
an nna ) nma 0§ nra

o ppa o pla

o) bda oy bdha My bba ol bla
m! mpa 00 mma 2 mla

Q yya

? ita

el lla

88 lla

o] vva

vl Sca € Sla @0 $Sa

ol sta

aon stha a sla ) ssa a srra
am hna ol hma aQ hla

* Modern Malayalam is written based on the reformed script as devised by the Government of Kerala,

India in 1971. In this document both the reformed and the traditional script is used.

Shown as reformed/traditional. See Appendix A. Traditional script ligatures (conjuncts) for tradition-
al variants.

Used only in final position.

Used only in Sanskrit words.

In non-final position. See Chillaksharams (soft halanta) for special consonant forms.
Only used in old texts.

Transliterated using only ISO 15919.

Commonly used ligatures (conjuncts) in reformed script. See Appendix A. Traditional script ligatures
(conjuncts) for at detailed list.

Seldomly used in modern Malayalam.
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1.0

1.1

1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7

2.0
21

3.0
3.1

32

International Standards Organisation. (http://www.iso.ch).

General notes:

A number of options are to be applied when using the ISO 15919 transliteration system.
A colon (:) is used for resolving ambiguities: enien ba:i/oeen! bai.

SIMPLIFIED NASALIZATION OPTION: Anusvara is transliterated m.

STRICT NASALIZATION OPTION:

a) Anusvara before a stop or class nasal is transliterated as the class nasal: i before k, kh, g, gh, n; A
before c, ch, j, jh, ii; n before ¢, th, d, dh, n; n before t, th, d, dh, n; m before p, ph, b, bh, m.

b) Anusvara representing vowel nasalization is transliterated as a tilde above the transliterated vowel.
In the case of the digraphs ai, au, the tilde is attached to the second vowel (ai, ai).

In final position always transliterated m.

The form :’is used in modern texts to distinguish it from Latin punctuation ’.
To avoid ambiguity adm is transliterated n:na and am as nna.

Medial @"is transliterated y:.

In final position @ shall be transliterated r.

MALAYALAM ALVEOLAR OPTION: 1 is replaced by tt, and nr by nt.

UNIFORM ALVEOLAR OPTION: r is always used.

United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN). (http://www.eki.ece/wgrs).
The digraph 00 is transliterated £, e.g. @ sta.

American Library Association/Library of Congress.

Anusvara is transliterated as m, except n before k, kh, g, gh, ni; il before c, ch, j, jh, fi; n before ¢, th, d, dh,
n; nbefore ¢, th, d, dh, n; m before p, ph, b, bh, m.

When 00 appears as a subscript in a cluster, it is transliterated fa.

Sources

ALA-LC Romanization Tables: Transliteration Schemes for Non-Roman Scripts. Randal K. Barry (ed.). Library
of Congress, 1997 (http://lcweb.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/roman.html).

Alex A.L.: Malayalam for LaTeX2e. 07 June 2005. (http://malayalam.sarovar.org/index.html).

ISO 15919:2001. Information and documentation — Transliteration of Devanagari and related Indic scripts into
Latin characters. International Standards Organization, 2001.

Monahan, K.P:: “Malayalam Writing’; in Peter T. Daniels & William Bright, eds. The World’s Writing Systems. New
York/Oxford, 1996.

Stone, Anthony P.: Transliteration of Indic Scripts: How To Use ISO 15919. 2002. (http:/homepage.ntlworld.com/
stone-catend/trind.htm).

United Nations Romanization Systems for Geographical Names. Report on Their Current Status. Compiled by the
UNGEGN Working Group on Romanization Systems. Version 2.2. January 2003. (http://www.eki.ee/wgrs/).

Vishwabharat@tdil. Language Technology Flash, April 2002. Department of Information Technology, Govern-
ment of India. (http://tdil.mit.gov.in/).
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Appendix A. Traditional script ligatures (conjuncts)

BB BLH BB @:@a@@ $HHLGE Y

393 @28 ©C6SSEESESH 2

62 s £

gEF G

ku
kka
kkra
kta
ktra
kna
kta
ktra
kna
kma
kra
kla
ksa
ksna
ksma
ksa
krra

khu

gu
gga
ggha
gda
gddha
gddhra
gna
gma
gra

gla

ghu
ghna
ghra

nu
nka
nna

cu
cca
ccha
cchra

chu
chra

ju
jja

BB LB bGP P g BHHH G § P

&

OSSS‘,SQ‘@‘@‘SBESRS

gE¢ B #RLe FFS BHS

ka
kku
kkru
ktu
ktru
knu
ktu
ktru
knu
kmu
kru
klu
ksu
ksnu
ksmu
ksu
krru

gu

ggu
gghu
gdu
gddhu
gddhru
gnu
gmu
gru
glu

ght
ghnu
ghru

na
nku
nnu

cu
ccu
cchu
cchru

chu
chru

ju
jju

B SES FEES ZSC R &é@@%g@ﬁ&@@@@é@gﬂ%%@@w@@@@

g ®

E® Fo ek

kr

kka
kkra
kta

ktra
knii
ktd a0
ktra
knii
kmii
kra
kla
kst

g ®

ksnti
ksmu

& B @

kst
krru

er

ggu
ggha
gdu
gddhu
gddhrii
gnu

£ 6 g5

gmu
gru
glt

ghni

ghri

nkii 8
nna

ccu
cchu %
cchri

chr
chrti

ir

jjim o5

K
kkr

ktr

ksr

ksmr
ksr

ger
gghr
gdr
gddhr

nkr

cchr

iir
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jha
jra

jhu
jhra

fiu
fica
ficha
fja

53882 @2 6}

fifa

tu
tta
tra

G W

thu

O

du
dda
ddha
dma
dra

dhu
dhra

nu
nta
ntra
ntha
nda
ndra
ndha
nna

3528286383 B2 @222

nma

©Y0) tta
@@ ttra
(I ttha
N tna
or tbha
() tma

© tra
o) tla

oM tsa
orn tstha

@T}g tsna
@Tg tsma

33823 2 6}

G dn o

22339638 2GR 39383 833 E2 e2222 ©

jhu
jru

jh
jhru

na
ficu
fichu
fju
nfiu

ta
ttu
tru

thii

da
ddu
ddhu
dmu
dru

dha
dhru

nu
ntu
ntru

ndu
ndru
ndhu
nnu
nmu
ta
ttu
ttru
tthu

tbhu
tmu
tru
tlu
tsu
tsthu
tsnu
tsmu

ge £

S TT I

B & [LEELE

L2 g2PRER BLRC BZ2L2 B

fict
ficht
nju
nna

tr
ta
trii

dr
dda
ddha
dmu
dra

dhr

nta
ntri

nda
ndra
ndha
nna
nmu

tr
ttu
ttru
tthoi

tbht
tmu
tra
tla
tsu
tsthu
tsnu

tsmu

o1
00

S3 & &

2 28

cr
fichr

dmy

ndr

ndhr

ttr
tthr
tbhr
tmr
tsr

tsthr

tsmy
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tsra

thu
thna
thma

sb b b @

du

dda
ddha
ddhna
ddhma
ddhra
dra

CREEL ED®

dhu
dhna
dhma
dhra

(CEESIESIPS

nu
nta
ntra
ntha
nda
ndra
ndha
ndhra
nna(1.4)
nnra
npa
npra
nma
nmra
nra
nra

pu
pta
pta
pna
ppa
ppha
pra
pla
psa
psra

@RLerRLLLLl SCEBER2EB3EeRIS@ 33

phu
phka
phta

DD B

b 8B gS E

B2BE RR2FRXLRRLLE ACLELSCILH32ERE ELLEE CRRRRDD

tsru

tha
thnu
thmu

da

ddu
ddhu
ddhnu
ddhmu
ddhru

dhu
dhnu
dhmu
dhru

nu
ntu
ntru
nthu
ndu
ndru
ndhu
ndhru
nnu
nnru
npu
npru
nmu
nmru
nru
nru

pu
ptu
ptu
pnu
ppu
pphu
pru
plu
psu
psru

phii
phku
phtu

8

B R P P L e w @Q@é@éﬁg@é@@g@ﬂ%@ ELEE LRPLEE® P HSB

wb 6

tsru

thna
thma

dr
ddu
ddha
ddhnt
ddhma
ddhra
dra

dhy
dhnu
dhmu

nr
ntu
ntra
ntha
nda
ndra
ndht
ndhri
nnu
nnru
npu
npru
nmu
nmru

nru

pr
ptil
ptu
pnu
ppu
pphu
pru
plu
psu
psru

phka
phta

£ 2 @

8 8 8 @& 83 8

@b

&

thmy

ddr
ddhr

ddhmy

dhmr

ntr

nthr
ndr

ndhr
nnr
npr

nmr

ptr

ppr

pst
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phta
phna
phpa
phma
phra
phla
phsa

HHDEHDDD

phrra

bu
bga
bja
bda
bdha
bna
bba
bbha
bra
bla

SRS 223 3

bhu
bhra

G W

®E P L
g
=
o

yca
yta
ytta
yna
ypa
yma
yya

BLBLRLLBLRL L

=)
2

lu
lka
lkka
lga
Ica
Ita
Itta
lpa

P g0 gl P oP ¥ P P

B DD Bebaeb D ied

B SRS 3

&H ®

DE gE®

PERER &L R SR R 2 G B8 8 B[ 1L L 38 8 L

phtu
phnu
phpu
phmu
phru
phlu
phsu
phrru

ba
bgu
bju
bdu
bdhu
bnu
bbu

bru
blu

bhi
bhru

mu
mnu

mru
mlu

B

u
ykku
ycu
ytu
yttu
ynu
ypu
ymu
yyu

=

I
lku
Ikku
lgu
lcu
Itu
Ittu
Ipu

DD b b b B id

BB SEEaSeSeS S

H W

<D (B B@D [US)

© BBl B eeEEER 8

&0 [BP el &P sl EP 6R (P

phta
phnt
phpt
phmu
phra
phla
phst
phrru

br
bgi
bju
bda
bdha
bna
bba

brl
bl

bhy
bhra

mnu
mmu
mril
mla

yr
yki
ykki
ycu
ytu
yttu
ynu
ypu
ymu

T

ka
lIkka

Ict
Ita

Itta
Ipt

b

&

&8

L8 LBl

@ el

@l

phtr

phsy

bgr
bjr
bdr
bdhr

ykr

v
ytr

ypr
ymy

Iky

lgr

Itr
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lpra
Ipha
Iba
Ima
lla

el <P 3P 3P P

vu
vra
vla

vva

skra
sta
stra
stha
sna
spa
spra
spha
sma
sra

su
ska
skka
skra
skha
sta
stra
sta
stra
stha
sna
spa
spra
spha

LiddlLl gLl B2 3 RERERREEREERRE BSHESSFEP LwRe2

sma

L2l ed R 2Bl 28 B3 2 RRBEERERELERE 55 [S5B [@ g6 RLL L DLERIRED

Ipru
Iphu
Ibu
Imu
llu

vu
vru
viu
vvu

stu
stru
sthu
snu
spu
spru
sphu
smu

sru

su
sku
skku
skru
skhu
stu
stru
stu
stru
sthu
snu
spu
spru
sphu

smu

oCadBed 8 gl Bl Bnd © [uRaRubol ok B BRek @ SSESES 5585 n% 86 KRR LR RlLALDLD

lpra
Iph
Ibu
Imt
lla

vr
vru
vla

vvi

skri
sta
stra
sthu
sna
spu
spru
spht
smu

st
skii
skki
skrii
skht
stu
stru
stu
stru
sthu
snu
spu
spru
sphtu
smu

&S

&R o

o

&3 3

23

Scr

°

Schr

str

SpPT

skr
skkr

sthr

spr

smr
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SST

ee

srrra

sru
sl
ssu
ssru
str

gereepere

srrru

sru
slu
ssu
ssru
srru

geEpEs

srrra

sra
sla
ssa
ssra
srra

g e

hmr

hr
hnit
hma
hra
hla

28 ege

ha
hnu
hmu
hru
hlu

YE eI

aaaa
s ¢ E & 5
= 9 9 = <

AE I

lla

1t
llu

o &

Iu
lla

o &

Innu
pu
Imu

)i

1ka
Ikka
Ict
Ita
1tta
Int
va
Isu

o9 N FP 9B OBl S S FP PP S O

Tkku
Innu
Ipu

Imu

o
lku
lcu
Itu
1ttu
Inu
Ivu
Isu

9P o5 OF o 08l 98l OR 9 OGP O O O

lkka
Inna
Ipa

Ima

Itta

lu

lka
lca
Ita
Ina
lva
Isa

90 o8 9% O OB B OE OF 9P 98 OF 9B

=1

I

Ce®

Iru

Cce

Ira
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